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Saik’uz First Nation Signs 10 Year Fibre Supply 

Agreement with Nechako Lumber 
 

Prince George, B.C. – January 23, 2019 – The Saik’uz First Nation and Nechako Lumber Co. Ltd. are 
pleased to announce the signing of a 10-year Timber Supply Agreement.  
 
The agreement will provide 200,000 cubic metres per year – the equivalent of 3,000 logging truck loads 
per year – of timber to the Nechako Sawmill, located just west of Vanderhoof, B.C. The agreement will 
result in the increased participation of the Saik’uz First Nation in the local and regional economy, including 
training and increased employment opportunities for its members. The agreement also includes community 
infrastructure improvements and other benefits that will support social and other priorities for the Saik’uz 
community. 
 
The agreement is a result of the Saik’uz First Nation’s comprehensive efforts to reconcile its Aboriginal 
Right and Title to resources being extracted from its traditional territories while seeking to partner and work 
with government, business and industry operating in the region. The deal will ensure the Saik’uz First 
Nation’s interests with respect to environmental protection and stewardship are respected throughout the 
various stages of planning, timber harvesting and reforestation. 
 
The deal strengthens and builds upon a long-standing relationship between the Saik’uz First Nation and 
Nechako Lumber, including a previous 20-year Timber Supply Agreement that expired in 2018. 
 
The delivery of fibre under this agreement, which amounts to approximately 25% of Nechako Lumber’s 
annual timber supply requirements, provides certainty the mill will continue to operate for the foreseeable 
future. Reaching a mutually-beneficial agreement confirms Nechako’s desire to strengthen their existing 
relationship with the Saik’uz First Nation and its members. 
 
“The Saik’uz First Nation is pleased to reach a 10-year Timber Supply Agreement with Nechako Lumber. 
The agreement helps to secure the livelihood of many Saik’uz members and their families who rely on 
Nechako Lumber for employment. Equally important for our community is how the agreement respects 
Saik’uz environmental stewardship over the land and water that our people rely on for food and traditional 
purposes.”  Chief Jackie Thomas, Saik’uz First Nation 
 
“From its entrepreneurial roots in 1969 through to today, Nechako Lumber has demonstrated leadership 
in the B.C. forest industry through innovative business practices, strong ties to the community and diverse 
workforce. We are proud of the relationship we have developed with the Saik’uz First Nation over the past 
20 years, and we look forward to building on and strengthening that relationship based on mutual trust, 
respect and benefit.”  Greg Stewart, President, Nechako Lumber 

 
 

 



 
Additional Information & Background 
 
About the Saik’uz First Nation 
 
The Saik’uz First Nation is comprised of approximately 1,000 members and is located nine kilometres 
south of Vanderhoof, B.C. The community’s main sources of employment are the forest industry and 
band administration. The community is governed by a five-member Chief and Council, who are 
responsible for administration of various programs and services for its members, including housing, 
education, and social and economic programs. The Saik’uz First Nation people are of Carrier tribal 
ancestry and the nation is a member of the Carrier Sekani Tribal Council that includes six other Carrier 
First Nations.  
 
The agreement with Nechako Lumber will include economic benefits such as housing and building 
infrastructure development in the community, training and employment of Saik’uz members throughout 
Nechako Lumber’s mill and forestry operations. Currently, over twenty-five Saik’uz members work in 
Nechako’s operations and the agreement commits to significantly increase this number.  
 
About Nechako Lumber 
 
Nechako Lumber, located immediately on the outskirts of the municipality of Vanderhoof, B.C., is a 
medium-sized lumber processing and manufacturing facility that specializes in the processing of small 
diameter timber. Nechako Lumber produces high-quality 2x3, 2x4 and 2x6 studs for domestic and export 
markets, as well as 1x2, 1x3 and 1x4 board stock. These products are shipped within Canada and are 
also exported around the world.  
 
Nechako directly employs approximately 200 people from Vanderhoof and the Saik’uz First Nation. The 
agreement will contribute to increased economic stability for local communities and the many businesses 
and suppliers that Nechako relies on for the operation of the mill.  
 
Nechako Lumber is an affiliate of Sinclar Group Forest Products Ltd., a privately-held business that also 
operates four other wood product businesses in the North-Central Interior of B.C. Sinclar employs 
hundreds of workers at its operations, has injected millions of dollars into the local and provincial 
economy and is committed to building better communities. 
 
Province of B.C.  
 
The Province of B.C. is working closely with First Nations in an effort to reconcile Aboriginal rights and 
title and forest development in B.C.  The Agreement between the Saik’uz First Nation and Nechako 
Lumber was made possible by the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations issuance 
of a Forest Tenure Opportunity Agreement for the 200,000m3/year forest license referenced in this 
release. 
 
For further information and inquiries contact: 
 
Nechako Lumber Co. Ltd     Saik’uz First Nation   
Nadine Nygaard, Executive Coordinator    Chief Jackie Thomas 
Phone: 250.561.4549      Phone: 250.567.9293 
Email: nadine.nygaard@sinclar.com    Email: jackie.thomas@saikuz.com 


